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Subject group Arts 
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MYP year MYP4 

 

Purpose of the report 

• The curriculum overview documents the taught curriculum in the MYP 

• The curriculum overview is to be submitted to the MYP Coordinator 

• The school submits curriculum overview in all MYP subjects to the International 
Baccalaureate 

Date:.
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UNIT TITLE KEY CONCEPT RELATED CONCEPTS GLOBAL CONTEXT 

Unit 1 

Word and Image 

 

 

 

Communication 

 

Representation 
Design 
Innovation  
  

 

 

Orientation in space 
and time 
 
 

 

STATEMENT OF INQUIRY OBJECTIVES/CRITERIA 

 

A synchronic study of word-

and-image relations can 

open for new insights about 

signs (letters) as a means of 

communication, and a 

matter of design 

 

 

  

Criterion A i, ii, iii 

Criterion C ii, iii 

Criterion D i, iii 

ATL SKILLS 

 

Communication skills:  

• Use appropriate forms of writing for different purposes and audiences 

• Negotiate ideas and knowledge with peers and teachers 

Self-management:  

• Practice focus and concentration 

• Practice strategies to overcome distractions.  

Reflection skills:  

• Keep a journal to record reflections 

Research skills:  

• Through the process journal, the student must do research and find information 
about the different forms of simple visual communication 
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CONTENT 

 

• Introduction to the various origins for the modern alphabet, and to differences of 

sign-language typologies  

• Make a watercolour work that embodies the students’ own first name letters written 

with the phonemic Egyptian hieroglyphs belonging to them   

• Collage-poster of cut-out letters, based on a song lyric, adjustment of varied 

typography to sentiments or feeling inherent to the lyrics/music  

• Reflection documented by a peer interview   

• Preliminary for a lino-cut printing: illustration to an idiom/proverb/saying 

Research by sketching, drafting a B&W preliminary to further use in Unit 2 

• Reflection documented by a PDF tracing the development of the final illustration  

 

 

 

UNIT TITLE KEY CONCEPT RELATED CONCEPTS GLOBAL CONTEXT 

Unit 2 

Mixed media 

investigations 

 

 

Creativity 

 

Boundaries 

Innovation 

 

Scientific and 

technical    

innovation 

 

STATEMENT OF INQUIRY OBJECTIVES 

 

Artistic skill development 

based on exchanges across 

various media, can breach 

new realms of creativity, 

and help develop 

perceptiveness and 

mindfulness. 

 

Criterion A ii 

Criterion B i, ii 

Criterion C i, ii 

Criterion D i 
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ATL SKILLS 

 
Social skills:  Work collaboratively in a production team with assigned roles and 
responsibilities. 

Communication skills:  Give and receive meaningful feedback. 

Self-management skills:  Plan the development of an artwork, prepare for a performance or 
plan the time needed to create an exhibition. 

CONTENT 

 

• A demonstration of a range of graphic techniques and methods, from various 

copying and transferring tools to the basic means of low relief printing  

• Approaching the key concept and related concepts, by launching two stations of 

work that each develop over time – to engrave the work to be printed from a lino-cut 

plate, and a procedure with plaster, involving the manufacture of clay (or salt dough) 

and to be performed in groups 

• The unit to be finalized with the mounting a display of the work with clay/plaster and 

prints 

• Reflection notes should bear upon questions such as: 

Are there ways of mechanizing our art-making to the benefit of the aesthetic 

product?  Does experience with unit procedures hold up with the statement of 

inquiry?   
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UNIT TITLE KEY CONCEPT RELATED CONCEPTS GLOBAL CONTEXT 

Unit 3 

3D SCULPTURE and 

EARTH BOUND 

MATERIALS 

 

Aesthetics 

Change 

Innovation 

Ecology  

Environment 

Globalisation and 

sustainability  

STATEMENT OF INQUIRY OBJECTIVES 

 

A tactile knowledge of 

variety of material 

substances can make for a 

boost to artistic 

imagination, combinatory 

skills and cross-cultural 

reasoning 

 

Criterion A i  

Criterion B ii 

Criterion  C i 

Criterion  D ii,  D iii   

ATL SKILLS 

 

Communication skills:   Find information for disciplinary and interdisciplinary inquiries, using  
a variety of media.  Use appropriate forms of writing and sketches for different purposes 
and audiences. 

Research skills: Through the process journal, the student must do research and find 
information about the different forms of simple visual communication.  

Affective skills (resilience): Learn from mistakes and failures in practical explorations to 
move a project forward. 

 

CONTENT 

 

• Exercises with a steel wire model, to research a basic structuring of human anatomy 

• Construct a plaster-based model sculpture that portrays an individual belonging to 

any native minority or ‘indigenous’ type (text and photo research) 

• Making colours to paint with, by grinding pigments with an egg and oil ‘tempera’ 

mixture, and paint the mounted sculpture, combing it with textiles or not 
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• Step by step finalization and the modelled end product documented with 

photography   

• Reflection:  Self-appraisal in relation to the casting of native character, and journal 

records that reflect skill management as well as improvements to be suggested 

 

 

UNIT TITLE KEY CONCEPT RELATED CONCEPTS GLOBAL CONTEXT 

Unit 4 

Vision & Vocation 

 

 

Culture 

Identity 

 

Interpretation 

Analysis 

 

Identities and 

relationships 

STATEMENT OF INQUIRY OBJECTIVES 

 

Future possibilities can be 

enhanced by visual means 

and creative thinking 

  

Criterion A i, iii 

Criterion B i 

Criterion C iii 

Criterion D i, ii 

ATL SKILLS 

 

Thinking skills (creative thinking): Create original works and ideas; use existing works and 
ideas in new ways 

Research skills: Through notes, the student must do research and find information about 
the different forms of individual expressions.  

 

CONTENT 

• Web resources to investigate the social signifiers of various environments and 

surroundings 

• A hand-made COLLAGE (A4 or A3) representing a living room or workspace imagined 

to accommodate for a certain professional, social or cultural group of individuals.  

The collage to be mounted on a background staging with a two-coloured perspective 

view of a room. 
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• A hand-made PAINTING (A3) developed from a fragment or section of the collage, 

magnified with accurate line work and exacting colour applications (mixing of hues 

and values).  By means of its composition in form and colour, the painting ought to 

achieve a rendition of the atmosphere and emotive appearance of the living 

room/workspace. 

• Reflection:  Performative video.  Make a one-minute short reel of the collage.  

Write a poem that gives some resonance to elements from within the visuals  

and make a sound recording of the poem to be used as voiceover in the video reel.  

The audiovisual should invigorate the thought aspects of the work process and  

display some self-awareness of likes/dislikes (desirable/undesirable) through the 

poetical metric.  

 

 


